But for the Grace of Bridge Solver:
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The computer advises that East-West can make more tricks on this hand in either a 4-3 fit in spades
or a 3-3 fit in hearts, than is possible in a conventional contract of 3NT! Assuming a lead that gives
nothing away, how does East or West, as declarer, make 11 tricks in a spade or a heart contract
when there seem to be 3 or more losers?

Thoughts:

Even when able to see both the defenders’ hands, declarer needs to find a masterful line of play in
terms of suit selection and timing in order to achieve 11 tricks in spades or hearts. A line of play
beyond most of us bridge mortals | expect. Success lies in finding the defenders’ diamonds break 3-3
as well as an end play or a coup en passant.



This has been included as a “Hand of the Week” not because the line can be easily established, even
double dummy, without considerable trial and error, but rather because the tool we have on the
web-site called “Bridge Solver” will take you through it. Have you tried using Bridge Solver yet? Go to
this hand on our web site in the results section. It was played on BBO on Thursday morning, July 6.
Try playing these two different unusual contracts. Note, among other things, the clever duck of the
KC to cut off the defenders’ communications. Bridge Solver is powerful and an excellent means to
learn declarer play with the help of our virtual teacher, not just for the likes of intractable challenges
such as the one above, but also for the more commonplace hands.



