
QUICK OFF THE MARK 

 

 

Bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 2C* Pass 

2D** Pass 2NT Pass 

3NT Pass Pass Pass 

*23+ points or less than 4 losers                                                                                                                               

** Less than seven points 

You are East. Your partner leads the 8H and declarer plays the 9H from dummy which wins. Declarer 

now leads the 10S. What do you play? 

Thoughts: 

This was a board played on Saturday, July 27. Partner has led an 8. Is this “Top of Nothing” or the top 

of a doubleton or is it her fourth highest? If it is from a short suit declarer should have five hearts or 

more including the AH, KH and QH and yet declarer did not bid hearts. It seems more likely that 

partner has led her fourth highest. 

If you apply the Rule of Eleven you can deduce that declarer has only one card higher than the 8H in 

her hand. Declarer has at least 29 points between her hand and dummy which leaves partner with 

seven points at most. Partner must have either AH and KH or AH and QH since she would have led 

the KH with KQ10 and more. It looks almost certain that declarer has seven tricks in the minors so 

you must not let her win a spade trick. Go up with the AS immediately and lead your other heart in 

the hope that partner had five hearts to begin with.  

 

 


